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LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, 
all gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father 
Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in 
official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin 
diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect 
especially on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Price $2.50 per box. : 


Address : Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 





Attention! Young Men Desiring to Enter a Religious 
Nursing Order, Caring for Male Patients Only 


Hundreds of our Catholic young women dedicate their lives to the service of the sick as 
Sisters of Mercy or Charity, but comparatively few young men heed the call of the Master, 
who said, “ .. .-I was sick and you comforted Me...” 

Catholic young men, consider the Congregation of Alexian Brothers, — an Order of Lay- 
men who devote their lives to nursing the sick directly, or indirectly by filling other positions 
in a hospital, for which their talents or inclinations best fitthem. For particulars address: 


Brother Novice Master, 
Alexian Brothers’ Monastery & Training School, 
1200-1256 Belden Ave. Chicago, Illinois 





FOUNDED 1855 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Ine. 
The Pioneer Church Candle Manufacturers of America 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


Makers of every grade of Candles known 
Branches: 


NEW YORK CHICAGO BOSTON 
ST. LOUIS MEXICO CITY 





Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
History of the manifestations of the Holy Christ of Limpias, 
Spain, since March, 1919. Marvels witnessed by bishops, priests, 
physicians and pilgrims. 10 cents each; $8.00 per 100 


The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
Three different views inexpressibly beautiful and true. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history 
of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections’on the Passion. 
20 cts. each; 6 for $1.00; 15 cts. each in quantities of 25 or more. 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 
Published monthly in English and in German under the direction of Rev. 
P. Lukas, O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
Subscription Price, per year $1.00. For Canada, Ireland and England $1.50. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at Clyde, 
Missouri, under the Aé& of Congress of March 3, 1879. Acceptance for mailing 
at special rate of poStage provided for in seétion 1103, A& of O@ober 3, 1917, 
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Premiums for New Subscriptions to 


One New “True Devotion to Mary,” a most welcome premium; or, 
Subscription A Gilt Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict; or, 
A Genuine Cocoa Rosary. 
A Beautiful Picture, “Death of St. Joseph.” 15x22 in.; 
Two New or, A Lovely Picture. of the Mother of God with the 
Subscriptions Divine Child, 16 x 26 in, or 
“The Holy Face,” 16 x 21 in. 
“The Golden Book,” A complete Blessed Virgin Prayer- 
" book, containing the treatise of Bl. de Montfort on “True 
= weir ow Devotion to Mary,” cloth binding, red edges; or, 
ubecriptions “The Last Supper,” 20x 32 in. The original is the greatest 
masterpiece of Christian art. 
Four New A Heavily Gold-plated Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict; 
Subscriptions or, A Genuine, fine Cocoa Rosary on Gold-filled chain. 
— A Rolled-gold Scapular Locket, with Gold-filled chain; 
oa — or, A Heavily Gold-plated Jubilee Medal of St. Bene- 
Subscriptions ict, with chain. 
“The Golden Book,” A complete Blessed Virgin prayer- 
book, containing the treatise of Bl. de Montfort on “True 
Six New Devotion to Mary,” gold edges, leather binding, 448 pp.; 


Subscriptions 


Eight New 
Subscriptions 


“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


A Brochure, containing the doctrine of Bl. de Montfort on 





or, “The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ,” according to 
the Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich, in German 
or in English. 


The Book ‘‘Father Paul of Moll’’ in English only; or 
‘*Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament,’’ in Eng- 
lish or in German, gold edges, ieather binding; or, 
A handsome Rosary, Gold-filled chain, guaranteed 
from 10 to 20 years. 





Many have asked for back numbers of ““Tabernacle and Purga- 


tory.” We have a quantity of odd numbers on hand, each containing 
instructive and valuable reading matter. Mailed on request at 6 cts. 
each or five different copies for 25 cts. Just think what a bargain! 
You will obtain 150 pages of wholesome and entertaining reading 
matter, interspersed with beautiful pictures. 

















St. Lawrence on the glowing gridiron, raised his eyes to heaven and 
besought God for the conversion of Rome. He suffered martyrdom on the 
10th of August, in the year 258. “St. Lawrence,” says St. Augustine, “was so 
inflamed with a burning desire to behold Christ, that he did not heed the 
pains of his body.” St." Ambrose in admiration at the martyr’s cheerfulness 
in the midst of his torments, remarks: “The fire of Divine love that burned 


in his heart consumed the pains of the earthly fire.” 

















A monthly periodical devoted to the honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament and 
the consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.50 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. M. F. Burke, D. D. 
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The Poverty of the Holy Eucharist. 





WE ADMIRE the neediness and poverty in which Jesus 
lived when upon earth. Poor He lies in the crib, poor He dwells 
in Egypt, poor in the workshop of Joseph, poor during His 
whole life upon earth, poor and despoiled of all upon the Cross. 
This poverty which was so dear to Him during His earthly 
life, we find again in the Holy Eucharist. 

Behold the Sacred Host! Your Lord and God is here 
present, but of His power and majesty nothing is visible. He 
has laid aside all splendor and glory. He, the King of kings, 
has clothed Himself in the robe of poverty; He has descended 
into deepest lowliness. So simple, so insignificant is His ap- 
pearance that thoughtless, superficial, absent-minded people 
have no regard for Him. What is simpler, poorer than this 
simple, insignificant appearance of bread under which He con- 
ceals Himself! 

See, there at the altar stands a priest; he holds a ciborium 
in his hand and with it turns to the people. With two fingers 
he holds up a Sacred Host and says: “Behold the Lamb of God 
that taketh away the sins of the world. O Lord, I am not 
worthy that thou shouldst enter under my roof but speak only 
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the word and my soul shall be healed!” In this little Host, 
under the lowly appearance of bread is present the Lamb of 
God, the Only-begotten Son of the Father, the infinite, im- 
measurable God. Why, O Lord, dost Thou humble Thyself 
so much? From the Sacred Host comes in sweet mild accents : 
“Because I love thee; because I desire thy heart.” 

He waits patiently, this Divine Beggar, to see if there are 
not souls who wish to love Him, who find their joy in Him, 
whose hearts He can rejoice. And when He has found such 
a heart, then the Heart of Jesus is happy; He forgets all His 
sufferings, humiliations, insults, all the coldness and indif- 
ference of hundreds of thousands of poor, blinded children of 
men. 

The immeasurable love which Jesus manifests in His lowly 
sacramental life, wins from many persons, no return of love, 
no gratitude for Him, on the contrary, it draws on Him persecu- 
tion, derision, contempt, scorn and deadly coldness. Thus all 
His love, His rondescension, His humility is still accompanied by 
the bitterness of suffering. Certainly, this suffering is not of 
the nature as that when He walked visibly upon this earth; 
it is a mysterious suffering, as His whole sacramental life is 
mysterious; nevertheless, it is a suffering, it is that sacramental 
suffering of an offended love. How beautifully Faber expresses 
himself in this regard: “What is the life of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament but a life of eloquent suffering? Jesus is present from 
purest love of us, and oh! how many ungrateful souls offend this 
love to the end of time. Lovingly He stretches out His arms and 
invites all to come to Him: ‘Come to Me, all you that labor and 
are burdened, and I will refresh you’ (Math. xi. 28). But 
hard-heartedly and unfeelingly they repulse Him. He calls them, 
but they do not come; and if they do approach, it is to give 
Him the traitorous kiss of Judas. So many despise Him because 
He is too lowly, too insignificant for them; the garb of poverty 
is a stumbling block to them.” 

But let us turn aside from this cheerless picture, since the 
readers of our magazine are, as we sincerely trust, a source 
of comfort to the Eucharistic Heart of our Savior. Let us 
console this loving, despised Heart by a return of love, by the 
frequent reception of Holy Communion, and by the devout 
assistance at Holy Mass. Let us often and lovingly consider 
the mysterious sufferings of Jesus in the Sacrament of His love. 
Oh, how this Love suffers in sacred silence in the tabernacle, 
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and with what unalterable patience! Ah, how few there are 
who seek this peaceful retirement, admire His persevering 
obedience, share His bitter poverty, atone for His despised self- 
abasement, solace His slighted love! O abyss of humiliation 
and abasement! O unfathomable depths of Divine Love! 
Love is the greater, the higher its dignity and the deeper 
the lowliness to which it stoops. 


Sel 


Poor Jesus, How Long Must Thou Often Wait! 





Ah, how art Thou treated, poor, rejected Lord in the Holy 
Eucharist! Thou art in Thy prison of love, and waitest for 
souls to visit Thee. Lord Thou hast long to wait; Thou art 
forgotten, neglected, O Thou meek, unpretentious God! It 
costs so little trouble to go to Thee, if but for a few moments. 
It would be so easy to look at the little door of the tabernacle, 
to send an act of love toward the Sacred Heart, to say a few 
words to Thee — but alas! many souls consider what they do 
for Thee as a real burden and trouble. How many there are 
who cannot overcome their natural repugnance; therefore they 
remain at a distance from Thee, poor Jesus. 

See, Jesus, we pass Thy church and have no greeting for 
Thee; from our window some of us can see the house of God, but 
we do not want to look, neither by day nor by night. Thy pres- 
ence is very unwelcome to us. Poor Jesus, didst Thou antici- 
pate this when Thou didst institute this Sacrament of Love? 

Jesus prays unceasingly in the tabernacle. And how does He 
pray? I seem to see Him again in the Garden of Gethsemani, 
His countenance pale. .. His hands raised toward heaven. . . 
His Body covered with a bloody sweat. . . I hear His groans, 
His mournful complaints... Ah, how can they sleep, those 
former friends! Why do they not come and pray with Him? 
Still more — Jesus prays, and many revile Him; He pleads, and 
they blaspheme; He blesses, and they curse; He offers Himself 
as a victim, and they thrust Him aside. Could He still suffer, 
His second death agony would be just as bitter as_ the first. 
Poor Jesus! 

It is almost two thousand years ago since Thou becamest 
the Bread of life; and yet innumerable souls have perished 
from hunger. They remained at a distance and would not 
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receive Thee. Many who dwelt in the midst of Thy people 
have never known Thee; many have but seldom received Thee, 
O Bread of Heaven! To many it is wearisome and disgusting 
even to hear Thee spoken of. Others can be induced to receive 
Thee only after severe threats. Once a year they approach the 
Communion railing in order not be excommunicated from the 
Church. What a deplorable love! Thus we repay that Love 
who has loved us from eternity and has never ceased to 
love us. This Eternal Love must look on and see how men 
perish from unsatiated hunger, and the Almighty God can 
do nothing to save them. Their hard-heartedness hinders 
Him. Poor Jesus! 

It has ever been a real passion for Jesus to show His 
love and mercy to the poorest sinner in the last moments of 
life. If only the soul will dedicate that last remnant of his 
life to our Savior, He will treat him as he did the penitent 
thief on the Cross and lead him to paradise. With all the 
means of a humble, patient love, the merciful Jesus knocks 
at the door of His enemy. He would wash him yet before 
his death in His Blood, imprint the kiss of friendship upon 
his brow, tell him that He will forgive all, yes, all. He would 
press him to His Heart, and in His own arms carry him to 
heaven. But that soul hardened by sin thrusts aside His 
Divine mercy with an insolent “No,” rejects His loving invita- 
tion with a hideous blasphemy, and refuses to hear anything 
of pardon. Jesus has lost a soul, lost it for all eternity. 
Poor Jesus! 

And I? How do! treat Thee, my Redeemer? So often 
Thou takest up Thy abode within me! So often I enjoy Thy 
predilection! I seem to hear Thy voice calling me Thy friend. 
And yet I grieve Thee very often, although I avow daily that 
I love Thee, and will love Thee always. How mildly and 
gently Thou whisperest to me that I often approach Thee 
with a lack of reverence, with weak faith, drowsy spirit, and 
that I have too little esteem for Thee. Oh, I know it; it is 
all too true! Scarcely have I knelt down before Thee, my 
Eucharistic God, and already I think of going; I am so busied 
about my work, I am so hasty,—all because my heart loves 
Thee so little. I have consideration for all; only not for Thee. 
But Thou dost not reproach me, Thou art so patient; and 
alas! all too soon did I learn to treat Thee accordingly. O 
poor, silent Jesus! 
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Now listen, my Savior, I will do better; I will treat Thee 
better; I will have more regard for Thee. Give me Thy 
grace to do so; give me some of Thy fire, that it may en- 
kindle a strong, ardent, generous love. Give me also a little 
of Thy sweet consolation which pleases me so well. I am 
but a weak child of humanity; I need such consolations, for 
I believe they will strengthen me, that I may one day drink 
a few drops of the chalice of suffering; which later on, Thou 
wilt present to me. Remember my weakness! Lord, this medi- 
tation has moved my heart. Lord, I will answer love for love. 


Sei 


The Wonderful Host in the Escorial in Spain. 





IN 1563, PHILIP II. of Spain founded a convent in the 
Escorial, in which a Sacred Host is preserved which is now more 
than three hundred years old. A great many documents and 
books about the Sacred Host are still extant. From Its history 
by Don Quevedo we extract the following: 

When the Calvinists devastated the Netherlands, plundered 
and desecrated church after church, these barbarians also 
came to Grocum in Holland, where, as is well known, they 
tortured the monks most cruelly and put them to death. In 
the cathedral itself, they robbed the ciborium, threw the Sacred 
Hosts upon the floor and trampled upon them... The Host 
which is still preserved in the /scoria/* retained the prints of 
the shoenails in three places, from which blood flowed. Traces 
of blood, too, could still be seen. At sight of this, one of the 
instigators was overcome by fright, and seized with reverence 
and contrition. He was about to pick up the Sacred Host, 





* The Escorial is a remarkable building in Spain situated on 
the southeastern slope of the Sierra Guadarrama about twenty-seven 
miles northwest of Madrid. The structure comprises a monastery, 
church, pantheon or royal mausoleum, a palace intended as summer 
and autumn residence of the court, college, library, art-galleries, 
etc., and is called by Spaniards the eighth wonder of the world. It 
was begun in 1563, at the order of Philip II., and was intended to 
commemorate the Spanish victory over the French at the battle of 
St. Quentin in 1557. The plan of the building is somewhat in the 
shape of a gridiron, and is thought thus to commemorate the fate of 
its patron, St. Lawrence, upon whose feast, August roth, the battle 
was fought. 
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when a sudden trembling and a mysterious power hindered him. 
Beside himself with fear, he left the church and related all 
that had happened to the dean, Rev. John van der Delft. 

The dean, in company with the now converted Protestant, 
went with great caution to the church, and raised the Sacred 
Host from the floor. They then fled from Grocum to Mecheln, 
where they deposited their heavenly Treasure in a Franciscan 
monastery. Here the Protestant abjured his errors and en- 
tered the Order that he might perform a life-long penance for 
his sacrilegious act. On account of the unrest caused by the 
war, Mecheln, too, was threatened, and the Protestants wished, 
at any price, to get into their possession the miraculous Host, 
the testimony of their hatred. To insure Its safety, It was 
brought by the emperor’s delegate, Ferdinand Weider, to Vienna, 
and thence to Prague, where it remained twelve years. In 
the year 1592, through the mediation and urgent entreaties of 
a noble lady, Donna Margaritha, in the reign of Rudolph IL, 
It was brought asa present to Philip II. of Spain. Philip had 
sent a special delegate to Vienna, who with the Sacred Host 
also brought all the documents relating thereto. Even now, 
this Sacred Host is held in highest veneration. 


Se 


Jesus in the hearts of Little Children. 


A complete prayer-book for children from six to twelve years. Contains Mass, 
Confession and Communion devotions, and eight Visits to the Blessed Sacrament. 

A priest from Kansas City: “‘I am heartily pleased with your little book... 
and there are one hundred and seventy-nine little tots who go through the Mass with 
the priest every morning. This system has attracted the attention of the people and 
I dare say, before long it will attract the attention of other priests.”’ 

The Ave Maria: “Children from six to twelve years will be pleased with a 
booklet which has been prepared for them by the Rev. P. Lukas, O.S.B. It is simple 
as to matter and attractive as to form; a capital feature being the pictures, to which 
frequent reference is made in the text...’’ 


A priest: ‘‘It is indeed a gem and seems so perfectly suitable for little ones.”’ 


A religious teacher: “‘I think they are beautiful. I wish every child hada 
book like that.’’ 

Another: “‘Your little book — ‘Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children’ is an 
excellent volume.’’ 


Durable paper cover. Price 20 cents each; wholesale, 15 cents. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, CLYDE, Mo. 
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The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin. 





Joy of Mary, Mother of God in Heaven. 


THE CHURCH exults in jubilation, praise and thanksgiving 
on the day on which the Virgin Mother of God left this earth 
to reign at the right hand of her Divine Son. On this day 
the words of the psalm were fulfilled: “Arise, O Mistress, and 
enter into thy rest: thou and the ark of thy tabernacle.” 

“My dearest brethren,” said St. Augustine, “this venerable 
day has dawned, the day that surpasses all festivals of the 
saints, this most exalted and most solemn day on which the 
Blessed Virgin Mary was assumed body and soul into heavenly 
glory. On this day the queenly Virgin was exalted to the 
very throne of God the Father, and elevated to such a height 
that the angelic spirits are in admiration.” 

St. John Damascene exclaims: “Who can comprehend the 
triumph with which the Queen entered heaven! How all the 
hosts of the heavenly choirs welcomed her and accompanied 
her with songs of praise to the throne of the Most Holy One! 
How the peace of God and heavenly light were poured out over 
her countenance when her Divine Son embraced her, and crowned 
her with an honor which was condign only for His Mother, 
and adorned her with a glory that belonged to the Son alone.” 

St. Bernard thus gives expression to his love-glowing senti- 
ments on this joyful day : “O truly blessed kisses which the loving 
Mother once pressed on her Divine Child, but incomparably 
more blessed are those kisses which the highly Privileged One 
receives from her Son sitting at the right hand of the Father. 
There she sings the bridal song: ‘Let Him kiss me with the kiss 
of His mouth’ (Cant. i. 1). 
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“The highest of the heavenly choirs call out in ecstasy over 
this new prodigy in heaven: ‘Who is she that cometh up from 
the desert, flowing with delights, leaning upon her beloved?’ 
(Cant. viii.5.) Where did she receive that infinite charm, coming 
up from the desert of temporal life? None of us are adorned 
so beautifully, although upon us flows the full stream of Divine 
life, and we are inebriated with heavenly bliss!” 

Thus the angels marvel at a creature who is exalted to the 
heaven of heavens, to a height of glory and power far surpassing 
the highest of the seraphim. Why is Mary so inconceivably 
exalted? Because she is the Mother of God. In heaven she 
is still His Mother, the Mother of the only-begotten Son. When 
she breathed forthrher last sigh, she was the happiest of Mothers 
going to share with her Son the power, the glory, the riches 
of His kingdom. Oh, with what complacency the Heavenly 
Father gazed upon Mary, exclaiming: “Thou art My chosen, 
My well-beloved daughter!” With what rapture the Eternal 
Word gazed upon Mary, exclaiming: “Thou art My virginal 
Mother. Now enthroned with me in glory thou wilt still ex- 
ercise thy rights as Mother; I will grant all thou dost desire.” 
With what transport the Holy Ghost gazed upon Mary, exclaim- 
ing: “Thou art My most beautiful, most pure, most lovely 
spouse. Come, enjoy the embrace of thy Divine Bridegroom! 
Thou art My love, My dove, My beautiful One, let us reign 
in the kingdom forever!” 

Behold Mary as the Queen of wealth, grandeur and splendor, 
seated on her throne of glory next to the Triune God! Truly, 
the day of her Assumption was the great day of honor for the 
Blessed Virgin. Then she received from the Adorable Trinity 
the crown and sceptre to reign over all angels and saints, and 
through her all-powerful intercession to be the mediatrix of 
men. She was made the treasurer of God’s graces, the channel 
through which He dispenses His gifts upon earth and it is one 
of her greatest delights to lavish these treasures on her faith- 
ful children. 

O all ye true children of Mary, thank God for the honor, 
the glory, the bliss which He has bestowed on His glorious 
Virgin Mother in heaven! 


“‘Never too much of Mary” say the saints. We heartily agree 
with them and have published a new booklet on the sublime dignity, 
sanctity and charming perfection of the Mother of God from which 
the above is extracted. Mary, Mother of God ro cts. each; $8.00 per1oo 
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Power of Mary, Queen of Heaven. 


“Mary is taken up into heaven; the angels rejoice and 
praise the Lord.” With these words the Church introduces the 
great feast, the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, and awakens 
in our heart the joy over the sublime privilege which has 
been accorded to our dear Mother. Holy Church likewise 
arouses our desire and longing to attain the glory of heaven 
through Mary’s powerful intercession. Is she not, since her 
departure from this earth, Queen of Heaven? and what 
power is laid in her queenly hands! “The queen stood on Thy 
right hand, in gilded clothing,” says the psalmist (xlv. ll). This 
queen standing at the right side of our Savior is no other than 
Mary. She wears a splendid royal robe, and makes use of it 
as a protecting mantle that reaches to the ends of the earth. 
Under it we all have a place, and happy those who, in danger 
and temptation, seek shelter beneath its folds; there they are 


sect re. 
St. Gertrude once saw Mary with outspread mantle; beneath 


it were animals of all kinds, leopards, lions and bears. She 
noticed that the Blessed Virgin did not chase them away, 
but rather received them graciously and caressed them with 
loving hand. By this the saint understood that the wild animals 
signify poor unfortunate sinners whom Mary receives with 
most condescending love as soon as they have recourse to her. 
“Who, then, should not trust in thee, O Mistress,” exclaims 
St. Bernard, “since thou despisest no one who draws near to 
thee, howsoever hideous and despicable he may be.” Let us 
then ever place ourselves under the protecting mantle of Mary 
with the beautiful prayer: 

We fly to thy patronage, O Holy Mother of God, despise 
not our petitions in our necessities, but deliver us from all 
dangers, O ever glorious and Blessed Virgin! 

Whoever wears the holy scapular devoutly has, as it were, 
already a part of her mantle about his shoulders. Special 
protection and blessings are promised to those who wear this 
habit of Mary with devotion and confidence! Accept, then, 
with great reverence, this garment of the Queen of Heaven, 
as if it were the hem of her mantle. 

Mary, as Queen of Heaven, is seated upon a sublime 
throne, but she makes of it a throne of grace where every 
petition is granted. In her hand she holds a mighty sceptre 
which rules, not only in heaven, but likewise on earth. With 
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great jubilation, the choirs of angels come to meet and wel- 
come her as their Queen, for, although they are pure spirits, 
nevertheless they stand in far less close connection with the 
Triuné God than Mary, the Mother of the Son of God. How 
reverently and willingly the angels serve their Queen, and 
rejoice to be permitted to do so. What honor, then, for us to 
be servants of this Queen! And her sceptre is so mild toward 
her clients, for “Our Sweet Lady” is not an empty title. But 
to the enemies of our salvation, her sceptre is terrible. 

Thus Mary is Queen of Heaven and reigns over all the 
saints. She is Queen of the patriarchs, for in her the promises 
given to them have been fulfilled. She is Queen of the 
prophets, for to her, as to their future Queen, they rendered 
homage through their inspired words and sublime types in 
which they prophesied of her as the Mother of the Messiah. 
She is Queen of the apostles, because she surpassed all in faith 
and constancy, and, through her prayers, she obtained blessing 
for their labors and rendered them fruitful. She is Queen of 
confessors, because she outshines all through sublime virtues 
and works of charity. She is Queen of martyrs, because she 
endured more pain and anguish for Christ than all others. 
In a special manner is she the Queen of virgins, of virginal 
souls. In her hand with the sceptre, she also holds the lily 
which was always so dear to her on earth. Therefore, whoever 
wishes to preserve holy purity should look up to Mary, the 
purest Queen of virgins, and recommend to her his purity; 
under her protection you will live chaste upon earth. 

Mary reigns as Queen of Heaven, glorious and sublime 
and yet deigns to stoop so mildly and graciously toward us. 
For, she knows well that this exalted position is given her to 
be our intercessor at the throne of God, and to lead us to 
that joy which long since she possesses. Let the feast of 
Mary’s Assumption direct your heart upward, and incite your 
will to serve this Queen faithfully upon earth, that you may 
one day continue this service forever in heaven. 


SeqGw 


KANSAS. — It was with greatest pleasure I chanced to read a copy of June, 
1921, “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” Oh, its contents are intense; so consoling to 
poor careworn mothers. I chanced to take it from a church rack in Topeka at 
10 cents a copy and can not be without it hereafter. Please find one dollar 
for a year’s subscription. 











True Devotion to Mary. 


According to Bl. de Montfort continued. 





THE WORD OF GOD became Man for the sake of our 
salvation but only in and through Mary. He descended into 
her virginal womb as the new Adam into the terrestrial paradise, 
there to find His delight and to accomplish marvels of grace 
in secret and in silence. 

The Son of God in the Incarnation was formed only through 
Mary for the world in general. So, even now, He is daily 
formed and borg anew for every predestined soul in particular, 
through Mary, in union with the Holy Ghost. 

The Son of God has imparted to His Mother all that He 
acquired by His life and death, His infinite merits and wonder- 
ful virtues. He has made her treasurer of all that His Father 
has given Him as His rightful inheritance. Through Mary, 
Jesus applies His merits to souls, through Mary, He communi- 
cates to them His virtues and graces. Mary, our mediatrix, 
is His mystical channel, through which He gently and abun- 
dantly directs the stream of grace to our souls. 

Our Lord is as truly the Son of Mary in heaven as He 
was her Son upon earth. Hence, He continues the submission 
and obedience of a most perfect Child toward the most perfect 
of Mothers. Let us not consider this subjection of Jesus toward 
His Mother as ignoble and debasing. Mary is infinitely below 
her Son, who is God, and she does not command as a mother 
upon this earth commands her child who is inferior. Mary, 
in heaven, is wholly transformed into God through grace and 
glory, by which all the saints are transformed into Himself. 
The changeless guide of her will, her wishes and her petitions 
is the unchangeable and adorable will of her Son. She desires, 
wills and performs nothing that would be against this eternal 
and unchangeable will. 

When, therefore, we read in the writings of saintly 
clients of this sublime Queen, that all things in heaven and on 
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earth, even God Himself, is subject to the Blessed Virgin, it 
means: the authority which God deigns to bestow on Mary is so 
great that she seems to possess the same power as God Himself. 
Her intercession and wishes are so powerful with God, that 
His Majesty always looks upon them as commands. He never 
refuses His Mother any petition because she is always so humble 
and conformed to His Divine will. 

We read in Holy Scripture that Moses, in virtue of his 
prayer, so effectively stayed the wrath of God against Israel, 
that the merciful Lord even grew angry with His servant, be- 
cause the prayers of Moses were so powerful that they would 
not allow Him to punish this rebellious people. What power 
then shall we ascribe to the prayers of the humble Mary, the 
worthy Mother of God! Ah, her intercession is far more 
powerful than the combined prayers of all the hosts of heaven 
and the saints of earth. 

Jesus in heaven is, more than ever, the Child of Mary, 
and Mary is indeed His Mother. In this quality of Mother 
she has authority over her Divine Son, and He in a certain 
sense, is subject to her because He wills it. Through the 
dignity of her Divine maternity, and the efficacy of her prayers, 
Mary obtains from Jesus everything she desires. She distributes 
graces and gifts to whom she will. Daily she accomplishes 
wonderful effects in all souls whom she wills to favor. Happy, 
thrice happy, the soul that enjoys Mary’s favor. Such a one 
possesses a certain pledge that she will soon attain that wisdom 
which constitutes Christian holiness. 


‘‘The Golden Book,” containing the treatise of true devotion 
to Mary and most beautiful prayers in the spirit of Blessed de 
Montfort, is offered as a premium to those who secure new sub- 
scriptions to “Tabernacle and Purgatory:” For three new subscrip- 
tions, a copy of ‘“The Golden book,” black binding, red edges; for 
six new subscriptions, the same in leather binding, gold edges. 

Repeatedly we have been asked to print the principal points of 
this excellent devotion in booklet form. We have complied with 
the request of our friends. To make the faithful familiar with the 
true knowledge of this wonderful devotion, we have published a 
brochure which explains it in clear, simple language, so that every 
Christian, even the uneducated, can read it with the greatest benefit. 

It has been said, and said with truth, that no book instills a true, 
deep, lasting devotion to Mary as well as De Montfort’s treatise. 
One who finds Mary this way, finds the easiest, shortest and safest 
way of going to Jesus. 

De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary — 64-page booklet. 10 cents 
each; $8.00 per 100. 
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Sister Benigna Consolata 
of the Order of the Visitation. 





SISTER BENIGNA, a Visitation nun, seems to be the 
instrument chosen by Divine Providence’ to warm and renew 
the world at the present time, grown cold in the love of God. 
This saintly religious has left manuscripts which will assuredly 
draw the faithful to the loving surrender of their hearts to the 
Divine Savior-Heart. Her writings cannot fail to inspire every 
Christian soul with unbounded confidence and trust. 

Sister Benigna was born August 5, 1885 in Turin, and in 
holy baptism was given the names Mary Teresa Consolata. In 
the bosom of her family she received a solid Christian educa- 
tion; there the child imbibed the spirit of deep piety which 
characterized her whole after life. Even during her school 
days, surrounded by gay, frivolous companions, she did not 
have to lament the cooling of her fervor. A delicate mod- 
esty, joined to her spirit of piety, endeared her to everyone. 
Loving, condescending and forbearing with all, there was, 
nevertheless, an air of earnestness and dignity about her 
friendly demeanor which shielded her against unbecoming 
familiarity. She detested all criticism and found her pleasure 
in rendering services to others. 

Mary Consolata was gifted with a clear understanding. 
Everything she undertook with her usual well-regulated labor 
and indefatigable zeal, proved a success. Praise made no im- 
pression upon her, however. She had a special inclination for 
the least flattering, in truth, the meanest and lowest duties. 
She loved humiliations and bore them in her heart with silence 
and resignation, rejoicing to suffer something for Jesus. 

At an early age she learned to give up her self-will by 
punctual, cheerful obedience. She mortified her impulsiveness 
by refraining from contradicting or stubbornly holding to her 
own opinion. Often she battled against her natural dislikes 
with manly determination. Heroic fortitude marked her spirit 
of sacrifice. This showed itself particularly when a serious 
illness befell her dearly beloved brother, her inseparable com- 
panion, and an early death tore him from her side. Later, 
when the call of God bade her forsake all and enter the 
cloister, she hesitated not a moment. Magnanimously the 
young girl left all her loved ones and sought the retirement 
of the Visitation convent, there to lead a purely interior, 
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heavenly life, and to this end she sacrificed all her gifts and 
talents. The Divine Savior by inward communication mani- 
fested to her that the convent in Como, Italy, was the “cleft 
in the rock,” the turtle-dove’s nest, where He desired her to 
dwell. Till then, Mary Consolata had not even known that 
there was a convent of the Visitation in that city. 


In the Convent at Como. 


From pure love of Christ, the noble, courageous maiden, 
left her home. In return, our Lord comforted her as only a 
God knows how. Mary Consolata Ferrero entered the convent 
in Como, Italy, December 30, 1907, at the age of twenty-two 
years. On November 5, 1908, she was invested with the holy 
habit and received the name Benigna Consolata. 

As postulant and novice, she received such abundant and 
extraordinary gifts of grace and tokens of love from her 
Heavenly Spouse that the novice mistress considered it her 
duty to test the young religious by humiliations. Verily, she 
did not spare the novice reproofs, slights and even punishments. 
Sister Benigna’s sensitive nature felt this keenly, but she bore 
all trials with unflinching courage. In fact, her desire for 
deeper humility grew with each victory that she gained over 
her delicate feelings. She expressed her gratitude for every 
humiliation, for each time she was slighted or disregarded. 
She considered herself a sinful “nothing,” unworthy of living 
in the house of God. The faults of weakness in her youth, 
and the faults caused by too great impetuosity, appeared very 
grave to her in the Divine light, and caused her much anxiety. 
Often a stream of tears betrayed the anguish of her oppressed 
heart, but in the presence of others she sought to conceal them. 

When our Lord comforted her and overwhelmed her with 
His graces, she conjured Him with most touching fervor to 
lavish His favors upon others whom she considered more 
worthy. Our Savior calmed her fears by telling her that He 
would rather withdraw from her all His favors than suffer the 
virtue of humility, so dear to His Heart, to be tarnished. Her 
disposition, a strange combination of firmness and manliness, 
united to a certain timidity, was a source of continual struggle 
to her. 

Although the young religious possessed sound judgment, 
still her faults, her weaknesses, her temperament, caused her 
such remorse of conscience that at times she endured a veri- 
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table martyrdom. But, as she placed unbounded confidence in 
her spiritual director, the representative of God, one word from 
him sufficed to restore peace to her heart. Her pleasure was 
to please her Heavenly Spouse, no matter how much her nature 
shrank from the greatness of the sacrifice; she sought always 
to do the most perfect. Jesus looked with love on this gener- 
ous soul; He daily multiplied opportunities for her to give that 
which was dearest and most agreeable to Him, but most thorny 
and repugnant to nature. 

On November 23, 1909, Sister Benigna Consolata made her 
simple vows and three years later on the same date, pronounced 
her solemn vows. Thenceforward, the spouse of Christ hastened 
with renewed zeal on the narrow path of perfection. However, 
this was done in so simple a manner that not even her sisters 
in religion had any idea of the wonders Jesus was accomplishing 
in her soul. Despite her deep humility, she could not, however, 
conceal the celestial expression that beamed from her counte- 
nance. Something heavenly radiated from her whole demeanor 
and modest conversation. Once a lay person, on seeing her, felt 
interiorly moved to kneel before her. With unslacking fervor 
Sister Benigna Consolata aimed to become a true portrait of 
Jesus and His holy Mother. In all her actions she sought to 
live and act like Jesus and Mary. 

The intense thirst for souls which consumes the Heart 
of Jesus had taken possession also of the heart of His little 
“Benjamin,” as she was sometimes called by our Lord. In 
order to quench it, no exercise, whether great or small, was 
overlooked: penances, multiplied oblations of self, above ll, 
continual prayer; in fact, everything tended to this sublime 
end. Jesus often assured her that, through her co-operation, 
many souls had again been brought back to the path of heaven. 

The spirit of mortification which animated Sister Benigna 
Consolata, induced her to practice extraordinary penitential 
severity. Holy obedience, however, set a limit to her zeal. To 
compensate herself for the rigorous penances which she was 
not permitted to inflict on herself, she seized every opportunity 
of crucifying her innocent flesh and refusing herself all natural 
gratifications. God rewarded this youthful spouse of the Cross 
by His exceptional and continual intercourse, and through 
interior communications and visions raised her to Himself. 

Jesus commanded His “little secretary,” as He usually called 
her, to write gradually their intimate colloquies, but bade her 
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not to speak of them or make them known until after she 
had obtained further advice from Him. The notes which, in 
holy obedience, the young religious left, reveal in a new, clear 
light, the mercy of the Divine Heart of Jesus, His tenderness, 
His condescension, His countless tokens of love towards poor 
sinners as well as toward the just and perfect; His kind, 
loving, mercy to all, in order to win them solely for His love. 

While the Crucified Spouse lavished such extraordinary 
favors upon this humble religious, He did not spare her suffer- 
ings. Her short path of life upon earth was strewn with trials. 
The greater number and severest trials were prepared for her 
by the evil spirit who was full of rage because this angelic 
being snatched from him so many sinners. To revenge him- 
self, he stormed her soul with a multitude of doubts, difficulties 
and disquieting thoughts, even violent temptations. Often, too, it 
was our Lord Himself, who afflicted her painfully by concealing 
Himself and leaving her in darkness, alone, without comfort. 
Again, He permitted her to share in His bitter anguish in the 
Garden of Olives. Jesus also foretold to her that toward the 
end of her life her sufferings would increase even to martyr- 
dom, and so it happened. Knowing her generosity, Jesus, at 
the same time, requested of her not to seek consolation from 
her superiors; to these, however, He imparted light and com- 
passion through which Sister Benigna’s sufferings were some- 
what alleviated. 

According to the wish of our Lord, she conformed her 
exterior to the community life in the convent, but her hidden 
interior life of grace was of an altogether extraordinary nature. 
He told her that her imperfections should be seen, but His 
gifts of grace He would cover with a thick veil to conceal 
them from the eyes of her community-sisters. 

Already before her entrance into the convent, Mary Con- 
solata had made the vow to do all from a motive of pure love. 
After her profession, she was permitted to make three other 
sublime vows: the vow of humility, the vow of perfect 
abandonment, and the vow always to do the more perfect. 
The fulfillment of these vows did not create scruples.in the 
heart of Sister Benigna Consolata. On the contrary, she could 
submit to the greatest sacrifices with a peaceful heart, without 
fear or confusion. In place of the disquietude which, at first, 
she had feared, deep, sweet peace of heart, — that sure proof 
that Christ abides in the soul, — took possession of her and 
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never left her despite all her interior storms of temptation. 
The terrible world-war which broke out in the year 1914, 
induced her superiors to urge this confidante of the Divine 
mysteries to hasten the end of this awful scourge through her 
prayers. To her oft-repeated and fervent petitions, Jesus 
answered with sweet words of consolation. He assured her 
that the war was not so much a punishment of Divine Justice, 
otherwise the whole world would, long ere this, have been de-- 
stroyed on account of its many sins, as it was a chastisement 
of Divine Mercy for the salvation of many souls that would 
otherwise have been lost. “One moment suffices the Heavenly: 
Father to save a soul,” added Jesus... “Concerning those who 
die impenitent, it is again a proof of Divine Mercy if their life 
is shortened that their torments throughout eternity are not. 
increased.” To be continued.. 


Seige 
St. Gertrude the Great. 


Continued. 





St. Gertrude and the Poor Souls. 


St. Gertrude entertained a deep compassion for the souls 
in purgatory. At Holy Communion she besought our loving 
Savior with tender, fervent petitions, to be merciful to these poor 
sufferers. Once, before Communion, as she reflected with 
heartfelt pity on the sufferings of these holy souls, she seemed 
to descend with our Lord into the depths of purgatory. There 
she heard Jesus say: “At Holy Communion I will permit thee 
to draw forth all to whom the fragrance of thy prayers 
penetrate.” We read, that after Holy Communion, our Lord 
often delivered more souls than she had dared to ask for. 

Once Gertrude prayed with particular fervor for the 
faithful departed. On asking our Lord how many souls His 
mercy would deliver, she received this reply: “My love urges 
Me to release the poor souls. If a beneficent king leave 
his guilty friend in prison for justice’ sake, he awaits with 
great longing for one of his nobles to plead for the prisoner, 
and offer something for his release. Then the king joyfully 
sets him free. Similarly, I accept with highest pleasure what 
is offered to me for the poor souls, for I long inexpressibly 
to have near Me those for whom I paid so great a price. By 











116 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


the prayers of thy loving soul, I am induced to free a prisoner 
from purgatory as often as thou dost move thy tongue to 
utter a word of prayer!” 

Our Savior also instructed Gertrude for whom she should 
pray most. On the day when the community commemorated 
in common the death of their parents, our saint saw the 
happy souls ascend from dense darkness, like sparks from a 
flaming forge. She inquired if all these were relatives. Our 
Lord replied: “I am thy nearest relative, thy father and thy 
mother. Therefore, My special friends are thy nearest relatives, 
and these are among those whom I have liberated.” 


Se 


What a Pious Matron Saw at Holy Mass. 





THE HOLY Catholic Church declares: “The faithful can 
perform no work so holy, so Divine, as the holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass. It is obvious, therefore, that we should employ all 
possible pains and diligence to perform it with greatest interior 
purity and exterior devotion. If anyone lacks sensible devotion, 
his good will to assist with attention and reverence suffices to 
derive fruit from this sublime Sacrifice.” 

An instance related in a book of Rev. P. Schoenen, prior 
of Gruental, illustrates clearly in what true devotion consists. 
Once three religious were kneeling before the altar assisting 
fervently at Holy Mass. Behind them knelt a devout matron. 
After the Elevation, she sees a lovely Child descend from the 
altar. Going to the first of these three virgins, the heavenly 
Child puts Its arms around her and kisses her affectionately. 
He proceeds to the second one, lifts her veil a little and smiles 
sweetly at her. Now he passes to the third. How different 
is His aspect! He looks at her with a frowning countenance, 
and with His little fist gives her a blow in the face. After 
that the Child returns to the altar and is seen no more by 
the matron. 

The pious woman was astonished at what she had beheld. 
Surely, she thought, the third nun must be a great sinner to 
be treated so harshly by the lovely Child. She could not 
understand the mystery, and begged God to enlighten her. 
Our Lord vouchsafed to reply :— 

“The first of these virgins, toward whom I acted so 
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friendly, is a weak, inconstant soul. If I were not kind to 
her, she would easily turn away from Me and go back to the 
world. The second is happy if I impart to her even a little 
bliss and a little taste of spiritual joy. But the third virgin is 
My beloved spouse who always remains faithful and constant, 
even though I send her bitterness and persecution.” 

Indeed, true devotion does not consist in tender feelings, 
but in the disposition of the heart: in an ardent desire to 
serve God zealously, to abide constantly with Him, even 
though He does not impart to us any sensible sweetness of 
devotion. If we find ourselves devoid of interior devotion 
and attention, let us humble ourselves and continue to pray, 
acknowledging that we are unworthy of any consolation. 
However, if a person has no devotion, and does not desire 
any, nor endeavor to receive it, he robs himself of much merit 
and consolation. 

Once when St. Mechtilde was assisting at Holy Mass, she 
beheld our Savior sitting upon a high crystal throne, beneath 
which gushed forth two pure and beautiful brooklets. When 
she expressed amazement at this, it was revealed to her that 
one of the brooklets represented the forgiveness of sins, the 
other spiritual consolations and devotion. These two graces 
are imparted through the power of the presence of Christ to 
each one individually who assists at Holy Mass, and they are 
granted during the Adorable Sacrifice more liberally than at 
any other time. Take to heart these remarkable and consoling 
words, for they indicate that in Holy Mass, through the corporal 
presence of Christ, we can obtain the forgiveness of our sins 
and true devotion much more easily than outside of Mass. 

St. Mechtilde writes further: “When the Sacred Host was 
elevated, our Lord arose from His crystal throne, and with 
both hands raised His Heart on high. His Divine Heart was 
wholly transparent and filled with balsam, which flowed over 
on all sides, yet it was not diminished. The hearts of all who 
were present floated in the air beneath the Heart of Jesus. 
Some of these soared upwards, were full of oil and balsam, 
and burned brightly; other hearts were turned downwards 
and were dark and empty.” It was revealed to the saint that 
the burning hearts belonged to those who had assisted at Mass 
with devotion and holy desires; but those that inclined to the 
earth, belonged to those who had no desire to be elevated with 
devotion. 
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From this apparition we recognize the difference between 
fervent and indevout souls. The zealous hearts were filled 
with the balsam dripping from the Heart of Jesus; they were 
inflamed with devotion by the fire of His love, and were im- 
pelled by an ardent desire to render God the greatest possible 
services with burning desire. The careless, cold, and wilfully 
distracted hearts were turned towards the earth, filled with 
worldly thoughts, and failed to derive any benefit from assisting 
at the Adorable Sacrifice. 

We call our readers’ attention to two practical, edifying 
booklets on the value of Holy Mass: God Himself, Our Sacrifice 
and In the Splendor of the Morning Sun. Each 10 cents; 
$8.00 per 100. 


SEYS> 
The Meaning of Holy Water. 





SUNDAY AFTER Sunday the priest blesses holy water 
in the sacristy or church before the principal Divine services. 
On Easter and Pentecost, this blessing takes place in a solemn 
-manner on the preceding Saturday. The faithful are sprinkled 
‘with holy water every Sunday before High Mass. It is used 
for all blessings and consecrations. On entering and leaving 
a church, in the morning when arising and in the evening 
before retiring, we bless ourselves with holy water. Before 
beginning our work or starting on a journey, and on number- 
less occasions during our life, it is used with the sign of the 
Cross as protection and blessing. The-child leaving home 
takes with it some holy water as a powerful shield. With a 
fervent prayer, the father’s or mother’s hand places it on the 
brow of the child with a last tender, “God be with you, and 
you with God.” And on the final departure from this world, 
holy water is sprinkled about the deathbed, on the coffin and 
on the grave of our dear ones. 

Why all this? Water has the natural quality to purify 
and refresh, to heal and strengthen. Christ has commissioned 
the Church, as His representative, to bless, and has expressly 
prescribed the use of water as a symbolic means of conferring 
heavenly graces, in holy baptism. From the earliest times, 
the Church has made use of holy water. The blessing which 
the priest imparts to it transforms it into a lasting prayer of 
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the Church and wherever it is used, that powerful prayer of 
supplication ascends to God. Whoever uses holy water de- 
voutly makes himself partaker of the prayers and blessings 
which the Church has communicated to it. 

The blessing of the water itself is very significant. With 
an invocation to the Three Divine Persons and with the sign 
of the Cross, some blessed salt is mixed with common water. 
Salt possesses preserving and strengthening qualities. The 
prayers used when blessing the water are a petition that, 
through the sacred mixture of salt and water, the following 
favors may be imparted to those who devoutly use it :— 

1. The welfare of soul and body. 

2. The remission of venial sins in connection with contri- 
tion, love of God, and confidence in the Divine mercy. 

3. The averting of weaknesses and morbidity of various 
kinds. 

4. The preservation of soul and body, also the recommending 
of all one’s goods to the protection of God. 

5. The averting of various visitations and dangers from 
nature, as storms, hail, drought, infection and other evils. 

The prayers for the blessing of salt and water against all 
satanic powers and influences which daily afflict earth and 
man, possess in very deed an amazing power and unction. 
These prayers draw down from heaven the Divine mercy and 
protection. They should be read from time to time, in the 
family, in order to remind us of the benefit God has bestowed 
upon man in giving us holy water. It should also remind us 
of the importance of its use for ourselves, our dear ones, our 
house and property. 

A devout Christian ought often to sprinkle three drops of 
holy water: one for himself and family, that our Lord may 
protect them from all harm of soul and body; a second, for 
the dying, especially for sinners who are in their last agony, 
that God may mercifully grant them the grace of conversion; and 
the third drop for the relief of the suffering souls in purgatory. 

A house without a holy water font is like a church with- 
out an altar. (But the font should be used for holy water, 
not for buttons!) Respect the blessing of the Church; it is 
the blessing of God! : 

Read “‘Holy Water in the Christian Home,” a booklet which 


proves what a treasure you possess in holy water. Price 2 for 5 cts.; 
$2.00 per 100 











“Our Maidenly Virtue is More Precious to Us 
than Anything Else.” 





THE SOCIETIES affiliated with the Catholic Young 
Women’s Association of Central Europe, which has over half 
a million members, have made known that they are determined 
to fight for clean living and true womanhood. This announce- 
ment was made on May 8th in all societies. On the morning 
of that day all the members of the society went to Holy 
Communion, the source of all strength and purity. In the 
afternoon they renewed their consecration to Mary with the 
following vow :— 

“Our maidenly virtue is more precious to us than anything 
else. We will courageously oppose vulgarity of every kind, 
carefully avoiding bad theaters, moving pictures, books and 
paintings. We will not bow before the tyranny of immodest 
fashions, and will not allow ourselves to be led astray by the 
thirst for pleasure and amusement. We intend to be true 
children of the Blessed Virgin, the Holy Mother of God.” 

The Holy Father considers the present fashion in women’s 
dresses as one of the most harmful influences that endanger 
the morals of humanity. When informed of the resolution 
made by the Spanish women to dress becomingly, he wrote : — 

“We rejoice at the resolution which has been formulated 
that Catholic women, in addition to being modest, should also 
show themselves modest in their manner of dress. It is a 
necessity for Catholic women to give such an example. Oh! 
how grave, how urgent is the duty of repudiating these exag- 
gerations of fashion which, themselves the fruits of corruption 
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of their designers, contribute in a deplorable degree to the 
general corruption of manners. We feel it Our duty to insist 
in a particular manner on this point, because on the one 
hand, we know that a certain style of dress which nowaday, 
has become usual among women, is harmful to the well-being 
of society ...On the other hand, we are filled with amazement 
that those who communicate this poison seem not to realize 
its malignant effect; those who set the house afire seem to 
ignore the destructive force of the fire... Only ignorance can 
explain the deplorable adoption, in our days, of a fashion so 
contrary to modesty which ought to be the choicest ornament 
of the Christian woman.” 

For a Christian there is but one guide in regard to the 
propriety of dress, and that is the Christian moral law. An 
inner voice tells us clearly when anything is contrary to this 
principle and violates it. Whoever acts in opposition to it 
lowers herself and scandalizes others. 


Se 


The Priest an Angel of God. 





ST. CHRYSOSTOM, when meditating on the dignity of 
the priesthood, exclaims: “Verily, the priest is an angel of God, 
an ambassador of God to men, to whom he declares the will 
of God. The priest is sent by God to lead us back to our 
heavenly fatherland. The priest is the representative of God. 
Consequently, the honor we show to a priest is shown to God 
Himself.” Christ regards the priest as His second Self. “He 
that heareth you, heareth Me: and he that despiseth you, de- 
spiseth Me” (Luke x. 16). St. Francis de Sales was accus- 
tomed to say, that, were he to meet an angel and a priest at 
the same time, he would first salute the priest. “The priest- 
hood,” according to St. Ignatius the martyr, “is the height and 
summit of all good that man can possess.” 

However, the faithful must never forget that the priesthood 
is a difficult and burdensome office. With their dignity, the 
priests have taken upon themselves great responsibilities. Daily 
they must pray the breviary, should love and foster prayer 
and the meditation of spiritual things, must strive to lead an 
exemplary life, thoroughly despise the world with its vanity 
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and its amusements. They are obliged to a life-long celibacy, 
are bound to administer the last sacraments at any hour, by 
day or by night to persons dangerously ill, even though their 
own life is endangered by infectious diseases. As a good shep- 
herd, the priest must be willing to sacrifice his life for the 
spiritual welfare of the flock entrusted to him. 

To this is added yet another circumstance which makes 
the life of a priest very difficult. The more zealous a priest 
is, and the more he performs the works of God, the more per- 
secutions he must suffer, and the more he is exposed to malicious 
calumny, often even from his own spiritual children. The 
world has no taste for the life and sentiments of a pious, well- 
meaning priest; hence the bitter and hostile disposition of 
worldlings toward the servant of God. That is just the sign of 
a good priest, if the world hates and despises him, even as 
Christ was hated and despised. “The servant is not greater 
than his master. If they have persecuted Me, they will also 
persecute you” (John xv. 20). 

Finally, the priestly office is an office of great responsibility. 
The priest will once have to render an account of all the souls 
committed to his care. St. Gregory the Great does not hesitate 
to say that the ruin of a nation is to be ascribed to wicked 
priests. Verily, great is the dignity and burden of the priest- 
hood, too great for merely human strength, but God assists 
with His grace. Therefore, it is also the duty of the faithful 
to pray much for priests, and at all times to show them 
reverence. 

The glory of the Church in all Catholic countries is to 
possess a zealous, pious priesthood. The liberal support of the 
faithful for the education of youths to the sacred ministry, is 
probably the sublimest work of mercy. Without this magnan- 
imous support the Church cannot subsist. But now, in many 
places of Germany, and especially in German-Austria, the means 
of the faithful are completely exhausted; help must come from 
abroad, above all from the good, pious, self-sacrificing Catholic 
people of the United States. The amount sent in till now 
rejoices our hearts, and justifies our highest expectations. We 
shall not be disappointed; surely the faithful will not weary, 
but will persevere in bringing these sacrifices until the greatest 
need is removed, and young, worthy priests can ascend the 
altar. 

Christian people love the priest, because they love Christ. 


| 
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They realize that the good done to the priest is rendered to 
Christ. Rather woulda Christian people suffer need than not assist 
the priest; rather would the pious man be in want than refuse 
aid to these poor boys who are vocated to the priesthood. 
Thus has the devout Christian ever felt, and thus he feels 
today. For this time, just a few instances :— 

There is a farmer in the East, devout, unpretentious and 
very economical in clothing, food and furniture. The goods of 
this world are not his portion nor his desire. What he can save 
is secretly given for good, God-pleasing works. His son fell 
in the late war and lies buried in foreign soil. The government 
pays the father a pension of five hundred dollars a year. Now 
the thought came to this generous man to give these five 
hundred dollars for the education of a priest in the enemy’s 
country, and quickly he carried out his resolution. 

This is another example of hidden charity. — “Enclosed you 
will find a check for $500 to help a poor student to the sacred 
ministry. We wish it applied to a poor student, for we, our- 
selves, are poor. The whole family has worked hard to save 
this. But we don’t want to hang it on the big bell! We do 
it for the love of God, and hope it will be given to a youth 
who will become a priest according to the Heart of Jesus.” — 

The self-sacrifice shown by the two following letters is truly 
worthy of our admiration! — “The proposition to adopt a poor 
student who wishes to become a priest has appealed to me 
strongly. I am a widow with eleven children, but yet, I will 
try to adopt a son. I am now sending $100 and will try to 
do so every year for five years.” 

A widow of 70 years, writes: “Herewith I am sending you 
$50.00 for a poor student in Europe who desires to become a 
priest. I have prayed to the Blessed Virgin that she may 
choose for me a poor, parentless child, entirely according to 
her will. Then, when the dear child has been ordained priest, 
he shall belong wholly to the Blessed Virgin. I now send $50.00 
but I will pay the full $500.00, just as I can spare it, for 1 am 
only a poor working woman with a servant’s wages.” Later 
this person also sent the first payment for a friend whom she 
persuaded to undertake the education of a student also. 

Oh, how sublime is the Christian religion that can produce 
such blossoms! What a triumph of love! How it ravishes 
heaven and earth! Truly, I know not what could be more 
pleasing to God than such an act of charity! 
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The “Thought from Heaven.” 





In this country the education of a priest costs from $1500.00 
to $2000.00. In Germany and Austria, however, a donation of 
$500.00 would be sufficient for the education of a youth to the 
priesthood. However, many people with the best will are un- 
able to sacrifice $500.00; but $250.00 or $300.00 would probably 
be possible for them. Be consoled, for this amount would de- 
fray the expenses of a student of philosophy or theology until 
his ordination. What a joy for the student, what a consolation 
for the bishop, when such a noble gift arrives! Others, again 
by being saving, can lay aside $50.00 or $60.00 a year. That 
is just sufficient to pay the expenses of a student for one year. 
Now he can study! Without this support he would be obliged 
to give up his studies! 


Whoever adopts a student until he has attained the priest- 
hood, even for only one year, may send us the offering. We 
will forward the donation to the diocesan bishop or to the 
director of the seminary who will apply it to the education 
of a worthy student. The bishop or director of the seminary 
will write you himself, and also the happy student. He will 
be in communication with you until he says his first Holy 
Mass. And be assured, the bond of charity will then be drawn 
still more closely after his ordination. Then, dear reader, can 
you not say in truth: I have a priest in my family! Oh, 
believe me, this priest will be a most grateful son, a most 
dutiful brother; he will mever cause you grief or anguish. 
On the contrary, he will be your great joy and consolation, 
especially at the hour of death. 


+ + + + 


Salzburg, June 2, 1921. 
Dear Rev. Father, 

With great joy and fervent gratitude, | acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter and the draft for $4,000.00, of which $3,000.00 was deStined for poor 
convents. I haSten to express a hearty ‘‘God bless you’”’ to you, Rev. Father, and 
to all our benefactors. You have no idea how much care and anxiety you have 
thereby lifted from many prie&ts and especially from our severely tried convents. 

The $3,000.00 for the convents netted 1,656,600 crowns after all 
charges had been deduéted. This I diStributed exaétly according to your direétions. 
I have the honor to enclose a list, which will show you, Rev. Father, in what 
manner the diStribution took place. I requested the nuns to write you a letter of 
thanks, and urged it upon them to pay their debt of gratitude toward their un- 
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known benefaétors in America by mo&t zealous prayer. The joy over the unex- 
peéted alms was exceedingly great in all the convents, for on account of the great 
scarcity of food in all the houses, the solicitude for the daily nourishment had 
become mo&t oppressive. I enclose a few letters which will give you an insight 
into the deplorable situation of the convents. You will receive more information 
from the convents themselves. Heaven knows what our fate would be if there 
were no compassionate hearts beating for us abroad, especially in the United 
States. We can never thank Divine Providence enough for Its fatherly care in 
these oppressing times, for making it possible to intain our in&titutions and 
cloigters. Without this foreign aid, many a convent would have had to be dissolved. 

Therefore, again, our heartfelt thanks to you and all benefaétors who have 
contributed to this alms. I shall not forget to recommend you, your convent and 
all these dear friends to the infinite goodness of the Divine Heart of Jesus. Ear- 
ne&tly entreating your benevolence also for the future, | am with greate&t respect 


Your humble servant in Christ, 
> Ignatius Rieder, Archbishop. 





+ + + + 


Upper Austria, June 17, 1921. 
Rev. and dear Father Lukas, 

It is with tenderest emotion that, again and 
again, | read those dear lines of yours, of May 17th, and especially 
those extracts from letters of the dear benefactors for my seminary. 
The check of $3,000 was also enclosed. I can only say again, Deo gratias / 
Is it, then, really possible to find such generous hearts in our days? 
That can be only the effect of great faith and still greater love! Already 
I rejoice at the unbounded pleasure which the noble benefactors will live to 
enjoy in a few years, knowing that they have prepared the way to the foot 
of the altar for their spiritual sons. 

Very edifying, too, are the intentions of the donors, especially that 
of the eighty-six-year-old man, totally blind; of the working girl, ‘and of 
the convert. I shall write to each personally in the near future, and enclose 
a photograph of the seminary and students. At the beginning of July 
the students leave for vacation and return the middle of September. 
Then the individual benefactors will receive the names and addresses 
of the students. We shall be very conscientious that the scholarships 
shall be given only to such students of whom, as far as human judgment 
reaches, we can be morally certain that they have a call to the priest- 
hood. The respective students themselves will be exhorted and encourag- 
ed to pray for their benefactors until they will be able to fulfill this sweet 
duty at the altar. 

Again, a thousand thanks to all generous souls. Im caritate Christi, 
with heartiest greetings, I am, 

Your deeply indebted, 


> J. M., Bishop. 


+ + + + 
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Southern Germany, June 3, 1921. 
Rev. and dear Father Lukas, 

What a joyful surprise again when 
after High Mass on the Feast of the Sacred Heart, your precious 
letter arrived. Just in these last days, want of money made 
itself bitterly felt, and now we shall not forget to be grateful. 
I shall dispose of the three scholarships in such a manner that 
they will be awarded to poor but worthy students. But my 
first warm thanks must cross the water today yet. I couldn’t 
wait a day to express my gratitude to you and the three 
generous benefactors, who will also receive a letter of thanks 
from me as soon as the money has been disposed of. Such faith 
among lay people is most touching, especially in our days. 

Your sincere and most grateful, 
+ R., Prelate. 


+ + + + 


Innsbruck, June 15, 1921. 

Dear Rev. P. Lukas, O. S. B., 
Your two letters, with the check, are safe in my hands. 
God repay you and the noble benefaétress, here and hereafter, for what you have 
undertaken for the poor candidates of the prieSthood in our humbled, ruined 
fatherland. God grant that you may find many such generous souls like Mrs. K. F. 


The respeétive Student is now provided for. I have already informed his 
parents, and they will express their gratitude themselves. Joseph,* too, will write 


* (Extract from the letter of Joseph’s father, — a family impoverished by the war.) 

... Two years ago when we sent our son Joseph to college, we were in great 
anxiety about his future happiness, for we were utterly destitute. We placed all 
our confidence in God, being certain that He would not forsake our child. Ever 
since, whenever new expenses turn up, however slight, we are troubled. 

Joseph is very good and diligent and very happy. His paternal friend Rev. 
F. P., to whom he is indebted for having been able to study until now, has done all 
in his power to help us in every way. But the path of study is long and conditions 
are extremely disheartening. Our Joseph, however, has been a Child of Mary all 
his life long. He was always pious and when here was prefect of the Sodality of 
the Blessed Virgin. He was a zealous altar boy. Rev. F. P. soon recognized that 
Joseph had a vocation to the priesthood and took interest in him. 

Now you will better understand what happiness you and the generous bene- 
factress, Mrs. K. F., have bestowed on our child and our family. When Rev. F. P., 
informed us of it, we could scarcely comprehend it... I can still not comprehend 
that for future years the burden is taken from me. How happy Joseph will be when 
Rev. F. P., informs him of this! Surely he will spend that day in prayer; it will be 
the happiest of his life until now. We are convinced that Joseph will afford much 
joy to the noble lady and to ourselves. He himself will write to her in English 
with the aid of Rev. F. P.... 
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to Mrs. F. As to the second scholarship, I will ask the Rev. Father Reétor to give 
it to another Student from Innsbruck, the son of a widow who can scarcely procure 
the mo&t necessary food for herself and little children. I take on myself the 
obligation. in the fir&St Student’s Stead, to remember the kindhearted Mrs. K. F., 
and her dear departed ones at the altar. If the Rev. Reétor applies the second 
scholarship to the other Student from Innsbruck, then I have already found a 
priest who will do the same for him. Both of us will do so until the adopted 
proteges themselves Stand at the altar. Of course, we will inform the dear donor 
of this. . 
Today I offered Holy Mass for you and the kind benefaétress and will do so 
also in future from time to time. The Heavenly Father will know be&st how to- 


recompense you. 
In love and gratitude, 


Rev. F. P., S. J. 


+ F £ 


Austria, June 19, 1921. 
Rev. P. Lukas, 

Dear Father, 

You will not take it ill if | choose this title by which 
to address you, for, Reverend Father, you have indeed become our good 
father, as your own words express so beautifully: ‘‘sent to us from the 
holy Father St. Joseph as his representative.’’ From all your love to- 
wards us who can offer you nothing in return but our poor prayers. | 
believe I can entertain the hope that the good Lord will not forsake us, 
and that you and those generous benefactors will be my greatest comfort. 
God may send us sufferings as much as He will; He will also give us 
the grace to bear them. However, one triall would find hard: if on account 
of financial circumstances our seminary would be closed, and in conse- 
quence, the want of priests in the diocese would become still more bit- 
terly felt. Certainly, this cross, too, would have to be borne, but as I 
said, it would be above human strength, for it would mean death to the 
diocese; and were it to happen while I am director, I think it would be 
my grave. 

Oh, a thousandfold thanks for your last precious letter! How it again 
shows your love toward us. I will hasten to enter upon the thoughts 
expressed therein. Your care and forethought for our seminary is an 
immense favor. The alms of the good American benefactors will certainly 
not be lavished on the least worthy. I shall pray much, and have others 
pray, that the Lord may bless your efforts, and especially that He Him- 
self may bless our dear friends abroad. At times, my office becomes 
very burdensome,but the Lord has assigned this post to me. From Him, 
then, I also expect the necessary grace; and after all, it is the most 
privileged office in the diocese, for can anything be more beautiful than 
to labor directly in the seminary? And you Rev. Father, will you not 
also help us pray for our priestly candidates, and for our poor people. 
You can form no idea of the sad condition in which we are! God help us! 

Once more, my heartiest greetings to our dear, kind friends. May 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus bless them and us, and draw us ever closer 
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to Him who loves us so much. And now, farewell, and again a thousand- 
fold thanks for all. 
Your devoted, 
Dr. Brun., Director of Seminary. 


+ + + + 


Salzburg, May 30, 1921. 
Dear Rev. P. Lukas, 


From a far distant land I come and, deeply moved, throw myself 
at your feet and, in the name of all our dear sisters, express my heartfelt thanks 
for the immense alms of $200.00 which you gave us through our Rt. Rev. Arch- 
bishop. I sank on my knees and could only repeat again and again : God repay 
it a thousandfold! God repay it a thousandfold! Ever shall we be mindful of our 
dear benefactors, and by offering up Holy Masses, Holy Communions, rosaries 
and the stations, give tokens of our gratitude. May the sweet Child Jesus, whose 
guardians we have the honor to be, repay you for everything in time and eternity. 
Often I try to picture to myself how happy we shall once feel in eternity when we 
learn to know our dear American friends, who have saved us, not from half, but 
from total starvation. 

I also take the liberty to tell you something of our former and present situa- 
tion. We were so worn and reduced in health and strength that a number of the 
older sisters could only drag themselves about with the help ofacane. In a short 
time six sisters died, and this means a great loss for a little convent of but twenty- 
eight sisters. Had we not soon received help, one after another would have wasted 
away. But ob! what debts still weigh upon our convent! Even to procure the 
absolute necessities of life in this time of great scarcity is terrible. The wretched, 
badly damaged roof of our convent worries me constantly. During the war nothing 
could be repaired. Everywhere there is want, and everything so expensive! But 
now I can breathe freely again, a heavy stone has been taken from my heart, for now 
I can procure the most urgent necessaries and can give my dear sisters what they 
require, that they may again serve the Lord with courage and renewed zeal. Be 
assured all our kind benefactors are always included in our prayers. May the 
Divine Child Jesus take upon Himself the duty to cancel the great indebtedness 
our little convent has toward its generous friends in America. 

Before closing, I repeat again upon my knees in the name of all my dear 
sisters, May God reward you. 

Your most humble servant, 
Sister M. Katharine, Superioress. 
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CONTENTS—AUGUST, 1921. 


The Poverty of the Holy Eucharist. — Lord, How Long Must 
Thou Often Wait ! — The Wonderful Host in the Escorial in Spain. — 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin. — Sister Benigna Consolata 
of the Order of the Visitation. — True Devotion to Mary. — St. 
Gertrude the Great. — What a Pious Matron Saw at Holy Mass. — 
The Meaning of Holy Water. — “Our Maidenly Virtue is More Pre- 
cious to Us than Anything Else.” — The Priest an Angel of God. — 
The “Thought from Heaven.” 
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For August 


A CAPUCHIN FATHER: “You will never know in this life all the good your 
books and especially bookle's are doing. I know for a fact, some who would never 
read a religious book, read your bonklets with great attention. I gave a number 
of these away, especially on prayer and devotion to Mary. These two books alone 
have done a world of good.” 


Mary, Mother of God 


Treats of the sanctity and dignity of Mary as Mother of God; 
the mystery of the Incarnation; the Annunciation. Power and 
beauty of the Hai/ Mary, the Ange/us. A brochure that will delight 
all lovers of Mary. 10 cts. each; $8.00 per 100 


Mary, Our Mother 
Catholics have a true, a tender, a compassionate Mother ia the 
Blessed Virgin. She is the ““Cause of their joy.” — Our Mother, 
our ladder to heaven, our consolation in affliction, our merciful 
refuge, our advocate in death, our deliverer from purgatory — 
Some practices in honor of Our Mother. 1octs.each; $8.00 per 100 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
Veneration of her dolors is especially pleasing to Our Lady and 
is a source of great graces to her clients. — Great favors 
promised by our Lord to those who venerate the sorrows of His 
Mother. Prayers and litany. 5 cts. each; $4.00 per 100 


Go to Joseph 
St. Joseph’s position in the plan of Redemption; his dignity, 
sanctity and glory.— His feasts.— St. Joseph, our powerful pro- 
tector. — ‘“To St. Joseph it is given to assist us in all cases, in 
every necessity, in every undertaking.” 10 cts.each; $8.00 per 100 


Devotions to St. Joseph 
A 32-page booklet containing a rich variety of prayers and devo- 
tions in honor of this glorious saint. 5 cts. each; $4.00 per 100 


St. Gertrude the Great 
The ““Herald of the Sacred Heart.” Learn from her how to 
bring the Sacred Heart into your daily life: It will repair your 
negligences. .. Read the sketch of the wonderful life of this 
holy virgin and the promises of our Lord to those who invoke 
her. 10 cts. each; $8.00 per 100 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly (Revised edition) 
True doctrine of the Church regarding frequent and daily Holy 
Communion.— Confidence the true preparation for Communion. 
— Practical suggestions for preparation. — How to assist at 
the Communion Mass.— Four special fruits of Holy Communion. 
5 cts. each; $4. oo per 100 


The Fountain of Grace 
A 32-page brochure, interesting and edifying. Timid souls who 
have not yet realized the value of frequent Communion will find 
it very encouraging. 3 for 10 cts.; $2.50 per 100 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 





CONCEPTION COLLEGE and SEMINARY 
Conception, Missouri 


An Ideal College Home for Catholic Boys Only. Conducted by the Bene- 
dictine Fathers. Beautiful and Healthful Location. Large Campus. Full High 
School and Collegiate Courses. Attendance Restricted. 

For Information and Catalog, address: —— The REV. RECTOR, 

Conception College, Conception, Mo. 





St. Joseph’s Academy, Clyde, Mo. 


Conducted by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
Only Catholic Girls of good Character are admitted 


To impart a ¢horough Christian education of mind and 
Object heart. Regular instructions in Christian doctrine are 
given by the Reverend Convent Chaplain. Special at- 
tention is directed to the formation of ¢rue womanly 
characters. 
Course of Practical and thorough, under competent teachers. Em- 
Studies braces: Academic, Commerciol, Preparatory, Domestic 
Science, Music and Art Departments. 
General New buildings, practically equipped for educational pur- 
Features poses, combined with home comforts. 

Conveniently situated near the Wabash and the Chicago Great 
Western Railroads. Terms $200.00 per year. Children under 12 
years $160.00. For illustrated catalog address : 

The SISTER DIRECTRESS. 





Artistic Pictures — In Photo-tone 


Any of the Sacred Heart pictures here listed are suitable for the Enthronement. 
Pictures will be blessed when remittance accompanies order. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure 18 x 28 in. $0.50 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust 15X19” .30 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust tie 24 «89 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Pleading | With renewal 8 x 12 .TO 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Reigning | of Consecration 8 x 12 10 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, Bleeding 8 x 12 in. 1octs.;10 x 14 .20 
Sacred Heart of Jesus | : , 17 X 21 35 
Sacred Heart of Mary{ ©°™Panion pictures |, , 5, 35 
The Last Supper 20 X 32 75 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 18 x 26 .50 
Mother Most Sorrowful 14 X 22 35 
Mother Most Amiable 16 x 25 .50 
Mother Most Admirable 10 xX 14 .20 
Agony of Our Lord 16 x 24 35 

ce Homo 14 X 19 125 
The Holy Face 16 x 21 .40 
St. Joseph in Glory 18 x 24 50 
Death of St. Joseph 15 X 22 35 
Angel Guardian 10 X 19 .20 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 








